Pediatric emergency medicine fellow clinical work requirements.
A wide range of clinical requirements exists among PEM fellowship programs. Programs are equally split concerning the question of whether fellows should work with supervision or independently in the first year; a significant number of fellowship programs require continued supervision of fellows in subsequent years. Orientation for first year fellows and requirements for completion of PALS, advanced pediatric life support (APLS), ACLS, or ATLS courses prior to their first independent shift varied greatly. In particular, a minority of programs required ATLS completion even though a majority of overall fellowship programs operate in a hospital designated as a Level 1 Trauma Center. Programs in which first-year fellows worked independently had fewer attendings and were less likely to provide 24-hour coverage. Fellows appear to work a similar or less demanding schedule than PEM attendings in most fellowship programs, and most fellowship directors feel that their fellows should continue with their current schedule.